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Ipswich  Road, 
STOVKARKET, 
Suffolk. 

October,  1970. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
STOmHKET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1969. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  and  tables  that  there  has  been 
little  change  in  the  level  of  the  various  Vital  Statistics  since  the 
previous  year,  and  there  is  nothing  of  special  interest  to  which  your 
attention  should  be  drawn. 

I  will  therefore  add  a  few  general  comments  on  a  very  important 
subject,  cancer  of  the  lung.  It  is  not  generally  appreciated  that  this 
disease  has  now  reached  epidemic  proportions.  In  Glasgow  in  1968,  one 
death  in  every  eight  was  caused  by  lung  cancer.  In  Scotland  in  1908, 
there  were  39  deaths  from  this  disease;  in  1968,  there  were  3,195  deaths. 

Unfortunately,  lung  cancer  is  a  disease  for  which  surgical  and 
radiation  treatment  are  largely  unable  to  produce  a  lasting  cure.  In 
one  survey,  it  was  found  that  only  6/6  of  patients  were  suitable  for 
surgery,  and  in  the  other  94/A  the  disease  was  too  far  advanced  for  any 
treatment  to  be  given. 

Of  the  6%  suitable  for  surgical  treatment,  half  were  alive  after 
one  year,  a  quarter  after  two  years,  and  an  eighth  after  five  years. 

Out  of  the  original  5,129  patients,  only  48  were  alive  after  five  years. 

There  is  an  incredible  reluctance  of  the  Public  to  face  up  to  the 
evidence  of  heavy  cigarette-smoking  being  the  cause  of  lung  cancer. 

The  evidence  has  been  well-documented,  and  it  is  a  well-established  fact 
that  anyone  in  the  over-20  age-group  who  is  a  heavy  cigarette-smoker  has 
twenty  or  thirty  times  as  great  a  chance  of  dying  of  lung  cancer  as  does 
the  non-smoker. 

Atmospheric  pollution  is  often  brought  forward  as  a  cause  of  lung 
cancer,  but  lung  cancer  is  as  prevalent  in  towns  which  have  clean  air 
areas  as  in  other  places.  Also,  if  atmospheric  pollution  were  the  chief 
factor  in  bringing  about  lung  cancer  we  would  expect  to  see  women  affected 
as  much  as  men,  and  a  higher  incidence  of  the  disease  in  people  particularly 
exposed  to  diesel  fumes,  such  as  garage  workers,  but  this  is  not  so. 

At  the  present  time,  tobacco  is  the  most  dangerous  drug  of  addiction. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


.ril  Gel  t  •  •  •  o  •  •••  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

1,69 6  acres 

Population  (estimated  mid-year 

Home  Population,  Registrar 

General ' s  Figures)  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

8,430 

Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

3,002 

Rateable  Value 

•  •  • 

£426,709 

Estimated  Sum  represented  by 
a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

£1,707 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

(i)  BIRTHS  (Registrar  General's  Figures) 

Live  Births. 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Total 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

65. 

62. 

127. 

Legitimate 

e  •  • 

•  •  • 

61. 

60. 

121. 

Illegitimate  . . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4. 

2. 

6. 

Birth  Rate. 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  =  15*1 

Per  1,000  home  population  -  England  and  Wales  =  16.3 
Comparability  Factor  =  1.07 

Ratio  of  Local  Adjusted  Rate  to 

National  Rate  =  0.99 

Standardised  Birth  Rate  =  16.2 


Still  Births. 


Total 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate  . . . 


M.  F.  Total. 

1.  1. 

1.  1. 
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Still  Birth  Rate: - 


Per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

— 

8. 

-  do  -  England  and  Rales 

= 

13. 

Infant  Mortality  (Under  One  Year) 

M. 

F. 

Total 

-i-  O  “tell  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 

2. 

i 

JU  • 

3. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ... 

2. 

1 

0 

3. 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ... 

**“  • 

• 

• 

Deaths  of  Infants  Under  Four  Reeks  of  Aye 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total  •  •  •  • • •  000 

1. 

1. 

2. 

Legitimate  •••  •••  •  •  • 

1. 

1. 

2. 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ... 

mm  • 

• 

0 

Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Reek  of  Aye 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total  •  •  •  • • •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

1. 

1. 

Legitimate  « •  •  •••  •  <>  ® 

""  • 

1. 

1. 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ... 

““  0 

• 

• 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate:- 

Per  1,000  live  births 

=r 

24 

-  do  -  England  and  Rales 

~ 

18.0 

(ii)  DEATHS  (Registrar  General's  Figures) 

M. 

1. 

Total 

ALL  CAUSES  ...  ...  ... 

73. 

37. 

0 

o 

rH 

i — 1 

Death  Rate;- 


Crude  Death  Hate  per  1,000  home  population  =  13.0 

Per  1,000  home  population  -  England  &  wales  =  11.9 

Comparability  Factor  =  0.91 

Ratio  of  Local  Adjusted  Death  Rate  to 

National  Rate  =  0.99 

Standardised  Death  Rate  =  11.8 
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CAUS33  Cl'  DHATH 


M. 

F. 

4-  ”1 

A-U  Uda. 

1262- 

Total 

126 8. 

Ilalignant  Neoplasms  -3uccal  cavit3f  etc. 

1. 

1. 

"**  • 

,T  ”  -  oesophagus 

-. 

-L  • 

1. 

”  -  stomach 

1. 

1. 

4. 

"  "  -  intestine 

1, 

■7 

2. 

-. 

"  11  -  lung,  bronchus 

3. 

1 

~L  • 

4. 

• 

o 

1 — 1 

”  "  -  breast 

3. 

Other  malignant  neoplasms  etc. 

5. 

1. 

6. 

8. 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 

-. 

1. 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system  etc. 

1. 

1. 

““  • 

Diabetes  Kellitus 

-. 

1. 

Anaemias 

1. 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

1 

_L  • 

-. 

1. 

1. 

Hypertensive  disease 

-. 

-. 

-. 

3. 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

22. 

5. 

27. 

30. 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

6. 

4. 

10. 

6. 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

9. 

4. 

13. 

13. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

5. 

6. 

11. 

2. 

Influenza 

-. 

3. 

Pneumonia 

7. 

7. 

14. 

13. 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

5. 

5. 

6. 

Asthma 

-. 

-. 

-. 

1. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1. 

-. 

1. 

1. 

Peptic  ulcers 

-. 

1. 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

1. 

-. 

1. 

-. 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

-. 

1. 

n 

_L  • 

1. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

-. 

2. 

Other  diseases,  Geni to -urinary  system 

1. 

1. 

Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system 

-. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour  etc. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined  conditions 

1. 

1. 

2. 

-. 

Ho tor  vehicle  accidents 

-. 

-. 

“. 

2. 

All  other  accidents 

2. 

2. 

3. 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

3. 

-. 

3. 

1. 

TOTALS: 

73. 

37. 

no. 

119. 
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COMP  APATITE  TABLE  FOR  TUG  LAST  SPUR  Y5 ARS. 


1966 

1967  |  1968 

1 

1 

I 

1969 

- - - - ■ 

England  and  Wales 
1969 

Inhabited,  houses  !  2769 

i 

j 

2841  j  2912 

3002 

Population  (Registrar 
General's  figures) 

8060 

_ 

I 

8160  |  8360 

1 

8430 

48,826,800 

|  Live  births 

116  !  117  ;  126 

127 

797,542 

Standardised  Birth  Rate  j 
per  1,000  population  ;  15.4  !  15.3  1  16.2 

16.2 

~  . 

16.3 

j  |  ; 

!  Deaths  of  Infants  i  j  n  1 

,  ill  ill 

1  under  One  jrear  i  i  ! 

-  i  j  i 

3 

14,397 

i  1 

I  Infant  Mortality  Rate  j  i  n  1  Q 

per  1,000  Live  Births  Jl1  1  9  !  8  ! 

_ I _  _ L _ i _ t _ 

24 

18.0 

Standardised  Death  Rate 
|  per  1,000  population 

i  ;  j 

11.9  |  9.66  1  12.5  ! 

1  !  j 

11.8 

— 

11.9 

NOTIPIABLE  DISEASES  (Excluding  Tuberculosis)  -  Compiled 

from  notifications  received. 


Diseases 

Ages 

Total 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

7  H  H 

1  1 

l0l4 

154 

25  I  Age 

+  '  Unknown 

1 

1  . . ,  ■ 

Measles 

l 

!  ! 

T  " 

- 

1 

-  i  -  !  2 

i 

.  .  .  .. 

! 

i 

j 

1 

i  Whooping 
Cough 

1 1  i 

1  i-i  - 

i 

-  !  -  1  i 

.  1  1 

_ 

~  i 

i 

1 - 

Infective 

Jaundice 

- !  1 1 1  j  - 

1  i  : 

to 

1 

r — ) 

_ 

- 

i 

1 

i 

| 

j 

Pood 

Poisoning 

I  1  1 

|  ; 

'  i  ■  1  ■  ! 

1 

-  !  -  !  1 

_ _ _ ! 

■ 

- 

; 

l 

-  ! 

i  ]  i  i  : 

i  Dysentery  j  6  j  9  <  6  ! 

1  '  ;  i 

2  1  "  :  "  j  23  ! 

i 

TOTALS: 

i  | 

30  ! 

i  ;  i 

;  t  ; 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


(i)  No  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

(ii)  Cases  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year:- 

Pulmonary  N  on-Pulnonary 

M.  F.  Total  M.  F.  Total 

5.  1.  6.  2.  1.  3. 

VACCINATIONS  AND  IMMUNISATIONS.  (Figures  supplied  hv  the 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health) 


1969. 

1968. 

1261. 

(i)  SMALLPOX  VACCINATIONS. 

F rimary  vaccinations  . . . 

•  •  • 

61 . 

45. 

56. 

Re-vaccinations  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

3. 

8. 

3. 

(ii)  IMMUNISATIONS. 

(a)  Primarv. 

Tetanus 

•  •  • 

15. 

23. 

20. 

Diphtheria/  Tetanus 
Diphtheria/ Tetanus/ 

•  •  • 

2. 

1. 

2. 

Whooping  Cough 

•  •  • 

9. 

Ch 

1 — 1 

1 — 1 

112. 

26. 

143. 

134- 

(b)  Boosters. 

Tetanus  ...  ... 

Diphthe  ria/  Te  tanus 
Diphtheria/ Tetanus/ 

Whooping  Cough 


71. 

70. 

27. 

165- 

45. 

71. 

142. 

131. 

111. 

378. 

246. 

209. 

(iii)  POLIOMYELITIS. 

(a)  Primary. 

Oral  vaccine 


12.  119.  157. 


(b)  Boosters . 

Oral  vaccine 


321.  164.  111. 


124.  104. 
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SECTION  4-7  OF  THE  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1943. 


No  persons  were  found  sufficiently  chronically  ill  and  unable  to  fend 
for  themselves  that  it  became  necessary  to  invoke  the  provisions  of 
Section  47  of  the  Act  to  enforce  hospitalisation. 


PUBLIC  SNIHMING  BATHS . 

There  is  one  public  open-air  swimming  pool  which  is  owned  and  maintained  by 
the  Council.  It  is  supplied  with  mains  water  which  is  treated  with  break¬ 
point  chlorination,  and  is  filtered  during  the  course  of  continuous 
recirculation. 

The  pool  provides  an  attractive  amenity  for  healthy  recreation  for  the  locad 
community,  who  give  it  as  enthusiastic  support  as  the  varied  English  weather 
will  permit.  To  enhance  the  enjoyment  of  this  amenity  and  promote  its 
use  to  a  fuller  extent,  the  Council  decided  to  install  heating  equipment 
for  the  pool  water  in  time  for  the  1970  season. 


HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

(a)  Home  Nursing. 

Under  the  County  Council's  Scheme  one  district  nurse/midwife  is 
resident  in  the  District. 

(b)  Home  Helps. 

Miss  K.  M.  Tillett  is  the  County  Council's  home  help  organiser,  and 
arranges  for  home  helps  to  be  made  available  in  approved  cases. 

The  service  is  principally  available  to  the  elderly  and  disabled  to 
enable  them  to  maintain  their  independence  in  their  own  homes  as  an 
alternative  to  possible  hospitalisation.  The  problem  family,  the 
mother  after  confinement,  and  the  family  with  the  temporaiy  loss  of 
its  housewife  and  mother  are  others  in  the  categories  recognised  for 
home  help  service,  in  order  to  ease  their  burden  during  a  temporary 
period  of  stress. 

(c)  Uelfare  Foods  Service. 

Welfare  foods  (N.D.  Milk,  vitamin  tablets,  orange  juice,  cod  liver  oil) 
are  available  on  Wednesday  afternoons  at  the  Eairfield  Hill  Clinic,  and 
are  also  available  Mondays  to  Eridays  at  the  local  Council  Offices. 

(d)  Health  Visiting. 

One  full-time  Health  Visitor,  Mrs.  S.  Butler,  serves  Stowmarket  under 
the  County  Council's  scheme.  3he  is  actively  engaged  in  promoting 
the  welfare  of  the  family,  and  her  especial  interests  are  the  less 
able,  the  pre-school  age,  the  physically  handicapped  and  the  problem 
family. 
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(e)  Clinic  Services. 


The  County  Council's  Clinic  is  situated  in  Fairfield  Hill,  and  affords 
a  wide  variety  of  services:- 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  each  Wednesday,  2  -  4.00  p.m. 

Mothercraft  and  relaxation  classes  are  attended  twice  a  month 
on  the  first  and  third  Tuesdays. 

Speech  therapy  sessions  are  held  at  weekly  intervals  by  appointment. 

The  Chest  Clinic,  with  a  Consultant  Chest  Physician  in  attendance, 
is  held  twice  a  month  on  the  second  and  fourth  Thursdays. 

Family  planning  advice  is  available  on  the  first  and  third 
Thursdays,  2  -  3-30  p.m.,  and  6  -  7.30  p.m. 

Ophthalmic  clinic  sessions  take  place  on  the  first  and  third 
Thursday  mornings. 

The  Dental  Clinic  operates  as  necessary. 

A  Diabetics  Clinic  is  held  once  a  month  on  the  fourth  Pridajr  morning. 
A  Chiropody  Service  is  available  on  Monday  afternoons. 

Mentally  handicapped  day-centre  sessions  are  held  every  Monday. 


(f)  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. 


Anyone  who  has  risked  infection,  and  any  extra-marital  sexual 
relationship  constitutes  this  risk,  should  use  the  discreet  services 
of  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinics,  which  are  equipped  for  reliable 
diagnosis  and  speedy  and  convenient  treatment.  Two  such  Clinics 
are-  available  to  the  local  population  as  follows 

(i)  Ipswich  and  East  Suffolk  Hospital  (Skin  Dept.),  Anglesea  Road 

Wing,  Ipswich. 


Males: 

Females : 


Mondays  5*30  p.m.  -  7.30  p.m. 
Frida3-rs  1.00  p.m.  -  2.30  p.m. 

Mondays  7.30  p.m.  -  8.30  p.m. 
Tuesdays  2.00  p.m.  -  4.00  p.m. 
Fridays  3*30  p.m.  -  5*30  p.m. 


(ii)  West  Suffolk  General  Hospital,  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 


Males  and  Females:  Wednesdays  10. 30  a.m.  onwards. 


(g)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Council  utilises  the  services  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  for  the  bacteriological  examination  work  which  forms  an 
essential  part  of  the  Department's  duties. 
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HOUSING. 


New  Dwelling. 

In  1969,  the  Council  completed  the  last  of  its  17  new  bungalows  in 
Hamilton  'Jay.  This  project  has  been  a  most  satisfying  exercise  with 
the  redevelopment  of  a  compact  bungalow  estate  on  the  site  of  obsolete 
slum  dwellings,  the  occupants  of  which  having  found  a  new  dimension  in 
living  standards  in  their  old  neighbourhood.  The  elderly  tenants, 
for  whom  the  bungalows  are  principally  intended,  find  the  dwellings 
much  to  their  liking  -  modem  standards  of  amenity,  safe  central  heating, 
a  quiet  and  pleasant  environment  and  relatively  convenient  access  to  the 
tom  centre. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  became  engaged  on  its  Home  Meadow  develop¬ 
ment  destined  to  provide  80  family  units  equipped  with  gas-fired  central 
heating,  to  provide  not  only  an  up-to-date  degree  of  home  comfort  but 
also  modem  standards  of  atmospheric  cleanliness  on  the  estate,  which  it 
is  hoped  will  eventually  be  the  norm  for  the  neighbourhood. 

Private  enterprise  building  slackened  down  to  56  completed  dwellings 
1*109  the  previous  year).  This  reduction  in  building  was  influenced  by 
two  factors,  one  being  the  general  economic  climate  and  the  other  the 
fact  that  the  Edgars  Harm  estate  development  was  virtually  completed  by 
the  end  of  the  year  and  the  prospect  of  further  development  likely  to 
be  deferred  for  a  while.  In  the  meantime,  private  building  continues 
at  a  more  leisurely  pace  at  Boulters  Mill  concept  and  Combs  Wood  estate. 


House  Improvement. 

An  important  piece  of  legislation,  the  Housing  Act,  1969,  came  into 
effect  on  26th  August  and,  among  other  things,  it  revised  the  house 
improvement  grant  schemes  and  gives  greater  encouragement  to  owners 
to  modernise  their  dwellings.  Recognition  is  now  given  to  the  value 
of  the  environment  in  living  standards  and,  apart  from  the  declaration 
of  improvement  areas,  local  authorities  can  now  initiate  environmental 
improvement  within  prescribed  expenditure  limitations.  Local  authori¬ 
ties  are  now  allowed  a  freer  hand  in  the  exercise  of  their  discretionary 
powers  for  grant  aid  and  the  Minister,  in  his  anxiety  to  raise  the 
standards  of  living  accommodation,  encourages  Councils  to  be  both 
generous  and  lenient. 

In  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  new  Act  and  the  Minister's  wishes 
the  Council  renewed  its  efforts  to  publicise  and  encourage  the  use  of 
the  grant  schemes.  There  has  definitely  been  a  worthwhile  increase 
in  the  number  of  owners  wishing  to  take  advantage  of  grant  aid  schemes, 
although  only  the  tail  end  of  1969  saw  the  benefits  of  the  effect  of 
the  improved  grant  aid  schemes  and  the  increased  publicity. 
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The  following  summarises  grant-aided  improvements  by  private  owners 
in  1969:- 

5 tandard  Grants : 


Applications  approved  in  respect  of  owner-occupied  dwellings  26 

Applications  approved  in  respect  of  tenanted  dwellings  1 


Owner-occupied  dwellings  improved 

18 

Tenanted  dwellings  improved 

3 

Amount  paid  in  Grants  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

£4,341. 

Amenities  provided:  Baths 

18 

Hashhandbasins 

18 

Inside  Hater closets 

20 

Hot  Tauter  systems 

18 

Food  stores 

14 

Average  Grant  per  house  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

£205.  15s 

.scretionarv  Grants: 

Applications  approved  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

•  0  • 

Nil 

Owner-occupied  dwellings  improved 

Nil 

Tenanted  dwellings  improved 

1 

Amount  paid  in  Grants  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

£400 

The  Council  has  something  more  than  1,000  dwellings,  and  some  years  ago 
attention  was  drawn  to  the  large  number  of  these  that  could  usefully  be 
modernised  to  provide  their  occupants  with  standards  of  living  more  in 
keeping  with  the  present  day.  The  Council  has  entered  into  a  programme 
of  improvement  with  an  impressive  record  of  determination  and  progress 
and  has  made  inroads  into  the  obsolete  housing  stocks  which  have  brought 
comfort  and  convenient  to  many  tenants  a  deal  more  quickly  than  they 
had  hoped.  During  1969  further  progress  was  marked  by  improvements  up 
to  the  discretionary  standard  being  carried  out  to  36  Hillside  bungalows 
and  similar  modernisation  started  on  the  houses  in  Jubilee  Avenue,  Takers 
Lane  and  Fairfield  Hill.  In  October,  the  Council  reviewed  the  situation 
and  was  advised  that  a  further  266  dwellings  remained  to  be  modernised 
to  complete  the  programme. 


Housing  -  Fitness  and  Repair. 

The  Housing  Act,  1969  amended  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957, 
in  two  important  respects  so  far  as  housing  standards  are  concerned. 

It  amended  the  standard  of  fitness  which  no  longer  requires  a 
satisfactory  food  store  but  now  requires  reasonable  standards  of 
internal  arrangement  in  a  house.  It  is  disappointing  that,  at  the 
time  the  standard  of  fitness  was  amended,  the  opportunity  was  not 
taken  to  allow  for  a  dwelling's  environment  to  be  taken  into  considera¬ 
tion  in  determining  its  fitness,  as  recommended  by  the  Government's 
Working  Party  and  supported  by  so  many  of  those  concerned  with  housing 
standards. 
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The  new  Act  also  provides  powers  for  owners  to  be  required  to  repair 
houses  suffering  from  extensive  disrepair  even  though  the  house  is 
not  unfit  nor  the  items  constituting  a  nuisance.  This  may  certainly 
help  to  curb  gross  deterioration  of  house  fabric  and  is  a  welcome 
addition  to  local  authority  powers,  but  must  be  allied  to  a  realistic 
and  sensible  approach  to  the  anomalous  rent  situation  to  provide  the 
wherewithal  for  repair  works.  To  some  extent  there  has  been  attention 
given  to  this  in  the  new  Act  and  owners  of  houses  possessing  or  to  be 
provided  with  basic  standard  amenities  and  in  good  order  are  able  to 
obtain  regulated  tenancies  and  negotiate  for  a  fair  rent. 

With  the  Council's  Home  Meadow  houses  becoming  available  it  became 
opportune  to  try  to  deal  with  the  houses  remaining  in  the  Council's 
official  sub-standard  house  clearance  programme.  Slum  is  a  nasty 
word  -  conjuring  a  picture  of  squalor  which  is  not  an  apt  reference 
to  any  of  the  houses  remaining  occupied  in  the  Council's  programme. 

During  the  year  the  Council  resolved  to  take  the  following  action  but 
considerable  difficulties  were  met  in  endeavouring  to  put  these 
resolutions  into  effect,  and  much  of  the  time  and  effort  was  wasted 
with  little  or  no  progress  being  achieved,  and  the  Department's  Officers 
being  put  into  a  thoroughly  uncomfortable  position.  Fortunately  1970 
was  to  see  a  radical  change  for  the  better. 


Clearance  Areas 

Nos.  1-23,  Spring  Row 
Nos.  9-19,  Union  Street 
Nos.  23  -  35,  Union  Street. 

Demolition  Orders 


Nos  73  and  75,  Bury  Street. 


Closing  Orders 

Nos.  14,  16,  28  and  40,  Cardinalls  Road 
No.  15,  Nairn t  Tree  Walk 
No.  13,  Union  Street. 

Undertalcing  to  Close 

No.  9,  Combs  Ford. 


Similarly  it  was  resolved  to  take  action  in  accordance  with  Section  16 
of  the  Act  with  a  view  to  closing  or  demolishing  the  following: - 

Nos.  55  and  57,  Stowupland  Street 
Nos.  47-51,  Union  Street 
Nos.  1-4,  Combs  Ford  Square 
Co-operative  Society  Cottage’,  Prentice  Road. 


Few  complaints  were  made  by  tenants  in  respect  of  disrepair  unless 
the  principal  exercise  was  to  command  some  measure  ~of  pri  ority  for 
rehousing  to  Council  accommodation.  According  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  the  Officers  of  the  Department  investigated  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  numerous  housing  cases  with  socio-medical  aspects,  and  in 
some  instances  made  representations  asking  for  priori  tjr  to  be  given 
towards  rehousing  to  more  suitable  accommodation. 
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In  four  cases,  statutory  notices  were  authorised  by  the  Council  and 
served  upon  owners  to  remedy  unhealthy  housing  conditions. 

No  tenants  applied  for  assistance  in  accordance  with  the  Rent  Act,  1957, 
and  by  the  year's  end  no  action  had  been  called  for  under  the  new  1969 
Ac r  to  assist  in  converting  controlled  tenancies  to  regulated  ones. 


Caravans,. 


This  paragraph  was  almost  headed  'temporary  dwellings',  but  of  course 
there  are  many  who  regard  caravans  as  eminently  suited  to  their  needs 
and  likely,  from  choice,  to  house  them  for  the  rest  of  their  days, 
despite  the  fact  that  it  is  difficult  to  acquaint  the  norm  in  healthy 
living  standards  with  what  is  usually  to  be  found  about  caravan  dwellings. 

During  the  year,  we  had  21  caravans  scattered  fairly  unobtrusively 
throughout  the  District.  Two  groups  of  didecoys  spent  some  months  on 
two  sites,  fortunately  out  of  the  way  in  relatively  secluded  spots. 
Likeable  people,  they  left  when  the  local  welcome  mat  wore  thin  and 
left  little  behind  to  criticise  them  for. 

The  Pickerels  Inn  site,  ostensibly  for  showmen ,  lias,  nevertheless, 
developed  a  mixed  character  with  those  permanently  resident  and  not 
showmen  forming  the  majority.  Exemption  no  longer  applies  and  the 
County  Planning  Authority,  finally  convinced  of  this,  amended  the 
planning  consent  in  1969  facilitating  the  Council  licensing  the  site  for 
the  first  time  to  enforce  reasonable  minimum  site  conditions  for  the 
benefit  and  safety  of  the  several  occupants. 


The  situation  so  far  as  the  siting 
in  1969  was  as  follows 

Pickerels  Inn,  Stowupland  3 tree t 

Combs  Ford  Square 
Caravan  Sales,  Bury  Road 
Ambleside,  Finbo rough  Road 
Rear  Lime  Tree  Place 
Old  Creamery,  Violet  Hill  Road 
O.S.  325  (Sandpits) 

0.3.  331  (Prestons  Hill) 


of  residential  caravans  in  the  District 

(8):  permanent  residential  and 
showmen's  quarters. 

(l)s  permanent  residential. 

(1) :  permanent  residential. 

(2)  :  seasonal  residential. 

(l):  temporary  residential. 

(l):  temporary  residential. 

(4):  di decoys,  temporary. 

(3) :  didecoys,  temporary. 


FOOD. 


The  routine  examination  of  a  3roung  Stowmarket  child  admitted  to  a 
Cambridge  hospital  for  a  purely  rehabilatory  exercise  revealed  a  salmonella 
infection  of  the  bowel.  Fortunately,  the  hospital  authority  notified  the 
Council.  O11  enquiries  and  routine  examination  of  the  family,  three  of 
its  members  were  found  to  be  symptomless  carriers,  and,  an  important  fact, 
two  of  them  were  local  food  shop  assistants.  Immediate  withdrawal  from 
employment  was  arranged.  Attempts  were  made  to  eliminate  the  infectious 
condition,  but  it  lasted  some  months,  and  it  is  a  sobering  thought  that 
but  for  a  chance  hospitalisation  of  the  baby  sister  and  the  alertness  of 
the  hospital  doctor,  we  might  well  have  suffered  a  food  poisoning  outbreak 
in  1969*  Credit  must  be  given  to  the  young  assistants  for  their  high 
standard  of  personal  hygiene  which  averted  unpleasant  consequences  for  their 
customers  during  the  period  before  they  were  discovered  and  excluded  from 
work. 
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Only  one  other  food  poisoning  case  arose  in  1969 ,  involving  a  young  man 
who  returned  with  a  salmonella  typ hi -murium  infection  very  probably 
contracted  from  Spain,  where  he  spent  an  otherwise  enjoyable  holiday. 

Routine  visits  were  paid  to  the  104  food  premises  in  the  Town  during  the 
year.  Standards  of  hygiene  vary  considerably,  but  generally  they  are 
rising,  in  most  cases  voluntarily  initiated  by  the  Trade  itself  which  has 
recognised  that  good  hygiene  is  good  business,  and  in  any  event  good  sales 
environment  including  laminated  plastic  surfaces,  good  lighting,  readily 
cleansable  fittings,  bright  and  gay  surroundings  and  refrigeration  all 
serve  both  disciplines.  Pood  businesses  in  the  District  are  as  follows:- 


(3)  Sweet  Confectioners 

(3)  Wet  Pish  Merchant 

(6)  Chemists 


Bakers 

Cake  Confectioners 
Pish  Friers 
Wine  Me  reliant 
Catering  Premises 
Butchers 
Fruiterers 


(3) 


The  number  of  registered  distributors  of  milk  operating  in  the  District 
during  the  year  was  six.  The  County  Council  Health  Inspector  took,  in 
Stowmarket,  19  samples  of  milk  for  statutory  test,  5  for  chemical  analysis, 
and  an  overall  total  of  83  samples  for  biological  examination  and  136  for 
anti-biotic  detection. 

There  are  no  ice-cream  manufacturing  premises  in  the  Town  although  there 
are  49  premises  registered  for  its  storage  and  sale,  and  a  number  of  mobile 
vendors  enter  the  District  from  as  far  away  as  Norwich. 

No  egg  pasteurisation  plants  operate  in  the  District. 

Complaints  regarding  the  sale  of  unsound  food  during  1969  were  as 
follows :- 

1.  A  local  man  found  his  sandwich  lunch  somewhat  hard  to  swallow  with 
a  sinister  piece  of  sharp  wire  embedded  in  the  fruit  malt  loaf 
slices.  The  case  taken  by  the  Council  for  an  offence  under  Section  8 
of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  resulted  in  a  fine  of  £25  being 
imposed  on  the  offending  bakers. 

2.  One  young  lady  expressed  suitably  mild  indignation  after  pouring 
herself  a  mixture  of  Cornflakes  and  wax  particles  for  breakfast  one 
morning.  Enquiry  revealed  that  a  fault  had  developed  in  the 
machinery  making  the  'flakes  waxed  inner  wrapping  and  with  the  ready 
agreement  of  the  customer  the  matter  was  taken  no  further. 

3.  A  waterproof  finger  bandage  swelling  from  the  substance  of  corned  beef 
as  she  removed  it  from  its  can  hardly  improved  the  appetite  of  one 
housewife,  who  must  have  wondered  what  percentage  of  the  meat  was  beef 
and  how  much  homo  sapiens.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Ministry 
of  Pood  to  enable  it  to  take  up  the  matter  with  its  inspector  covering 
the  area  of  the  Argentine  in  which  the  offending  factory  is  situated. 
There  ’was  no  point  nor  justice  in  the  Council  taking  proceedings 
against  the  local  vendor. 
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Broken  glass  in  a  bottle  of  cooking  oil  led  the  Council  to  institute 
proceedings  against  the  manufacturer.  The  case  was  withdrawn  after 
legal  difficulties,  but  the  manufacturer  was  left  in  no  doubt  as  to 
the  gravity  with  which  the  Council  viewed  this  matter,  which 
undoubtedly  arose  from  an  accident  on  a  bottle-filling  machine. 

5.  A  secretary's  offr’ce  birthday  treat  was  spoiled  when  her  especially 
selected  fresh  cream  cake  turned  out  to  be  soiled  by  a  black  smear 
of  oil.  The  Council  instituted  proceedings  for  an  offence  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1 955,  Section  8,  and  a  fine  of  £lC.  Os.  was 
imposed  on  the  vendor. 

6  &  Bakery  products  also  figured  in  two  other  complaints.  One  concerned 

7.  jam  tarts  which  had  been  showered  with  particles  of  burned  grease 
from  unclean  trays  in  a  storage  rack.  The  other  related  to  sour 
'fresh  cream'  cakes.  In  both  cases  the  Council  respected  the  com¬ 
plainants'  wish  for  anonymity  and  no  proceedings  were  instituted, 
but  the  matter  was  able  to  be  drawn  to  the  Authority  in  whose  area 
the  bakery  is  situated  for  a  thorough  official  investigation. 

8  &  Putrefactive  changes  in  canned  pork  meat  products  led  to  two  complaints 

9.  from  local  consumers  and,  since  the  products  wore  of  imported  foreign 
manufacture,  the  cases  were  referred  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  for 
attention. 


Unfit  foodstuffs  seized  on  routine  visits  to  food  premises,  or,  more 
generally,  voluntarily  surrendered  by  vendors,  were  disposed  of  at  the 
Council's  Refuse  Tip.  Foods  dealt  with  are  detailed  as  follows :- 


Cwts .  lbs. 


Raw  meat 

9. 

29. 

Cooked  meat  and  meat  products 

70. 

Canned  moats 

5. 

16. 

Other  canned  foods 

15. 

Other  foods 

2. 

55. 

Total!  15  cwts.  51  lbs. 


Meat  inspection  at  the  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  occupied  by 
Messrs.  W.  H.  Aldis  &  Son  at  47,  Bury  Street,  presented  no  problems. 
A  local  private  veterinary  practice  provides  relief  in  case  of  leave. 
The  income  from  slaughterhouse  neat  inspection  charges  for  the  year 
amounted  to  £54.  12s.  9d. 
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The  following  schedule  details  post  mortem  examination  of  carcases  and 
organs  at  the  slaughterhouse  during  1968:- 


CATTLE 

EXCLUDING 

COWS 

coys 

CALVES 

SHEEP 

AND 

LAMBS 

PIGS 

Number  killed  ... 

203 

- 

1 

369 

*- 

Number  not  inspected  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

All  diseases  exceut  tuberculosis 

and  cvsticercosis:- 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ... 

37 

1 

39 

— 

Percentage  of  numbers  inspected 
affected  with  diseases  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

18.22 

- 

100 

. 

10.56 

Cvsticerci:- 

i 

i 

j 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ...  ... 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  submitted  to  refrigeration 

2 

- 

_ 

I 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

- 

Tubc-rculosis:  No  cases  of  tuberculosis  arose. 


No  significant  disease  conditions  were  found,  condemnations  being  confined 
principally  to  organs,  some  cattle  being  affected  with  pneumonia  and 
pleurisy,  and  liver  abcesses,  and  the  majority  of  sheep  being  affected 
by  parasitic  infestation  of  the  lungs. 

All  unfit  meat  at  the  slaughterhouse  is  collected  by  the  Suffolk  Fat  and 
Bone  Ileal  Co.  Ltd.,  Oulton  Broad,  for  collection  and  disposal  in  accordance 
with  the  Meat  (Staining  and  Sterilisation)  Regulations. 

The  total  weight  of  neat  and  offal  condemned  at  the  slaughterhouse  in  1969 
was  4  cwts.  84  lbs. 

In  1968,  concern  was  expressed  over  the  continued  sale  of  apparently  unfit 
meat,  albeit  stained,  for  pot  animal  consumption,  but  in  1969  the  Meat 
(Sterilisation)  Regulations  were  issued  to  control  pot  meat  supplies  and 
effect  st' ’  :n  prior  to  sale,  thus  removing  the  hazard  that  pet  food 
has  constituted  in  the  home  for  so  long. 

The  East  Suffolk  County  Council  keeps  under  surveillance  a  multiplicity  of 
matters  relating  to  food  and  drugs  to  protect  the  consumer  against  harm, 
deficiency  and  fraud.  In  Stowmarket  this  valuable  consumer  protection 
service  is  afforded  by  the  Chief  Weights  and  Measures  Inspector,  Mr.  P. 
Hosking,  and  his  District  Inspector,  Mr.  N.  P.  Pollard,  and  he  reports  as 
follows  on  the  work  of  his  Department  in  1969!” 
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Samples 

Genuine 

Unsatisfactorv 

Biscuits 

2 

Sausages 

1 

Beverages 

4 

1 

Jams 

3 

Soups 

2 

Meat  Products 

4 

Cereals 

6 

Sugar  Confectionery 

1 

Lard 

2 

Drugs 

1 

Spirits 

3 

29. 

1. 

The  only  unsatisfactory  sample  was  of  Instant  Coffee,  which 
the  Public  Analyst  reported  as  being  deficient  in  caffeine. 

Subsequent  enquiries  showed  that  this  was  due  to  a  natural  deficiency 
of  caffeine  in  the  coffee  bean  used  in  the  manufacture  of  the  product 
and  no  further  action  was  taken . " 


WATER  SUPPLIES . 

The  water  supply  undertaking  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Ipswich  Water 
Authority.  Bores  in  Station  Road  and  Poplar  Hill  supply  the  bulk  of 
the  water  consumed  in  the  Town ,  although  limited  supplies  are  imported 
to  serve  a  small  number  of  properties  on  the  western  outskirts. 

The  local  water  supply  does  not  enjoy  a  commendable  physical  quality 
since  it  possesses  a  high  natural  iron  content,  a  condition  not  helped 
in  some  of  the  older  areas  of  the  Town  where  ageing  service  pipes  are 
in  use.  The  Water  Authority's  Engineer,  in  his  Annual  Report  for 
1969/70,  stated  that  the  average  iron  concentration  in  the  Stowmarket 
water  was  1.5  p.p.m.  from  the  Poplar  Hill  source  and  0.70  p.p.m.  from 
the  Station  Road  waterworks.  Apparently,  improvements  have  been  effected 
in  recent  years  and  every  effort  is  being  made  to  maintain  the  iron 
concentration  to  the  minimum  level  possible  within  the  capabilities  of 
the  plant.  At  the  time,  however,  concern  was  expressed  having  regard  to 
the  World  Health  Organisation's  European  Standard  of  0.1  p.p.m.  iron 
concentration  for  a  water  supply,  and  the  Authority  appreciated  the  need 
for  further  improvements  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit. 

Onlj7-  one  dwelling  in  the  District  is  without  a  water  supply  of  its  own 
and  is  scheduled  for  attention  in  the  Council's  housing  programme. 

During  the  year  a  review  of  standpipe  users  revealed  that  there  were 
seven  houses  dependant  upon  outside  standpipes  in  addition  to  all  but 
one  of  the  residential  caravans  who  are  similarly  served. 


17  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  during  the 
year,  all  of  them  proving  satisfactory. 

The  Council  noted  the  receipt  of  the  Department  of  Health's  Circular  8/69 
and  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government's  Circular  4*>/69  relating 
to  the  question  of  the  fluoridation  of  water  supplies,  and  also  a  counter¬ 
circular  from  the  Pure  Water  Association. 
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The  Council's  sewer  network  and  sewage  works  are  maintained  by  the 
Council's  Engineer  and  Surveyor.  The  hilltop  site  of  the  sewage  works, 
overlooking  the  Town,  continued  its  complex  operations,  the  community 
virtually  unaware  of  it  throughout  the  year  -  a  fitting  testimonial  to 
its  efficiencjr. 

1969  narks  the  year  tha-':  an  attempt  was  made  to  resolve  the  difficulties 
of  dealing  with  defective  drainage  serving  numbers  of  properties,  i.e. 
combined  drains  or  sewers.  For  the  first  time  we  now  have  arrangements 
for  dealing  with  these  expeditiously  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  1936  and  1961  Public  Health  Acts. 

Some  of  the  difficulties  associated  with  combined  private  drainage  could 
be  eliminated  by  appropriate  legislation.  The  Council  cannot  be  alone 
in  appreciating  the  difficulties  arising  from  joint  ownership  and 
responsibility  for  private  sewers,  and  the  problem  calls  for  not  only  a 
deed  entry  but  also  a  registration  of  individuals'  drainage  responsibilities 
with  the  local  authority.  To  relieve  the  present  situation  as  much  as 
possible,  the  Council  has  decided,  as  a  matter  of  policy,  that  no  housing 
project  will  be  approved  showing  more  than  four  properties  co- joined  in 
drainage  before  connection  to  the  sewer. 

Work  continued  on  the  main  Recreation  Ground  to  replace  the  obsolete 
conveniences ,  and  plans  were  in  hand  to  refurbish  the  dingy  but  much-used 
Harriotts  Walk  conveniences,  so  handy  to  the  Town  shopper.  The  Hillside 
recreation  ground  sanitary  accommodation  deserves  attention  now,  for  it  is 
very  poor. 

Complaints  continued  to  be  made  concerning  the  pollution  of  the  Combs 
Watercourse  which  the  Public  Analyst  reported  grossly  contaminated  by  a 
waste  from  either  a  chromium  plating  works  or  a  tannery.  The  River 
Authority  have  the  matter  in  hand  and  there  were  early  forecasts  for  an 
improvement  "by  the  summer  of  1970,  alas  destined  not  to  materialise. 

In  1969,  56  houses  were  equipped  with  internal  sanitary  conveniences. 

The  increased  attractiveness  of  grant  aid  schemes  should  accelerate  the 
process  of  providing  more  convenient  conveniences. 


REFUSE . 


The  Council's  refuse  collection  and  disposal  service  is  operated  by  the 
Council's  Engineer  and  Surveyor.  The  enforcement  of  puolic  nealth 
legislation  relating  to  litter  and  insanitary  natter  and  refuse  generally, 
except  abandoned  vehicles,  is  enforced  by  the  Council  through  the  Public 
Health  Department. 


The  Council  affords  the  local  community  a  weekly  refuse  collection  service 
using  the  skep  system  and  a  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  fore  and  aft  tipper  vehicle, 
Refuse  is  disposed  of  at  low-lying  land  suitable  for  reclamation  off  Bury 
Road.  A  waste  paper  recovery  service  is  incorporated,  this  material 
being  baled  at  the  Council's  depot  for  sale  to  Thames  Board  kills.  A 
weekly  trade  refuse  collection  is  also  provided  at  the  cost  of  the  traders 

using  the  service. 
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Free  collection  of  extraneous  and  bulky  refuse  is  afforded  to  house- 
olders  by  request,  and  the  Council  has  also  provided  a  concrete  bay 
outside  the  Refuse  Tip  gates  so  that  householders  may  dump  their  unwanted 
refuse  in  the  evenings  and  at  weekends  when  the  Tip  is  closed,  in  a  place 
fi-on  which  the  Council  is  better  able  to  clear  it  than  the  hedges  and 
ditches  previous^  used  for  the  purpose. 

bins  not  exceeding  iy  cu.  ft.  in  capacity  are  required  by  the 
Council.  Over  1,000  Council  dwellings  are  supplied  with  2  and  2y  cu.  ft. 
bins,  and  likewise  59c  such  bins  were  on  issue  to  householders  for  an 
annual  rental  of  5s.  Od.  under  the  Council's  municipal  bin  hire  scheme. 

.Rie  remainder  of  the  community  is  also  very  good  and  in  few  instances  is 
it  necessary  to  remind  householders  of  the  need  for  providing  a  proper 
bin  for  the  sake  of  individual  and  community  health,  and  for  the  sake  of 
the  refuse  collectors  who  carry  out  an  unpleasant  task,  generally  very  well. 

The  Tip  produced  a  heavy  fly  infestation  during  the  summer  months  which 
caused  a  deal  of  trouble  to  the  occupants  of  the  nearby  Council  housing 
estate.  More  reliable  rodent  control  was  effected  by  introducing 
permanent  oaiting  stations  using  specially  adapted  metal  bins  for  the 
purpose,  and  the  Rodent  Operative  has  found  less  of  his  time  wasted  by 
searching  for  lost  baiting  areas  and  his  treatments  a  deal  more  effective. 


NOISE. 

The  use  of  compressors  and  pneumatic  drilling  equipment  figures 
prominently  in  the  daily  life  of  the  Town,  where  it  seems  there  is 
always  someone  anxious  to  dig  up  one  thing  or  burs'-  another.  In  the 
residential  areas  and  in  the  confines  of  the  commercial  area,  the  noise 
from  unsuppressed  equipment  is  unacceptable  and,  during  1969 ,  numerous 
representations  were  made  to  both  utility  services  and  private  contractors 
with  a  view  to  reducing  the  noise  of  their  operations  to  a  practicable 
minimum.  The  law  could  well  be  strengthened  in  this  respect  for  there 
is  not;  an  ample  supply  of  suppressed  equipment  available  and  no  excuse 
for  offences. 

A  Mill  engine  continued  to  give  rise  to  complaints  from  neighbouring 
residents  who  find  it  difficult  to  tolerate  the  characteristics  of  its 
exhaust  beat,  thumping  through  their  day.  After  consideration  of  this 
problem  and  the  chronological  sequence  of  development  by  the  parties 
involved,  the  complainants  were  referred  to  the  private  action  provisions 
of  the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  I960. 

No  other  noise  nuisances  arose  in  1969,  although  some  residents  were 
beginning  to  express  concern  at  the  prospect  of  a  ready-mix  concrete  • 
plant  due  to  be  established  on  neighbouring  land  with  the  approval  of 
the  Planning  Authority. 

Noise  measuring  equipment  was  kindly  loaned  by  the  Ipsx-ri.ch  County 
Borough  Public  Health  Department  on  the  two  occasions  when  a  scientific 
evaluation  of  sound  levels  was  required  during  the  year. 
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ATMOSPHERE, 


No  attempts  have  so  far  "been  made  to  require  zonal  atmospheric  improvements. 
The  difficulties  besetting  the  fuel  industry,  particularly  the  Coal  Board, 
makes  one  thankful  that  action  was  not  taken  at  an  early  stage. 


Whilst  there  are  no  designated  smokeless  zones  yet,  there  has  been  some 
area  atmospheric  conservation  resulting  from  building  control  which  for 
some  years  has  required  appliances  in  new  dwellings  to  be  capable  of  burning 
smokeless  fuel.  The  Council,  in  developing  its  last  two  estates,  has 
provided  dwellings  equipped  with  gas-fired  central  heating,  thereby 
contributing  handsomely  to  a  better  general  environment. 

Complaints  regarding  atmospheric  pollution  in  1969,  included  reference 
to  the  foundry  cupolas  where  metallurgical  fume  continued  to  trouble 
personnel  engaged  in  neighbouring  factory  premises  from  time  to  time, 
according  to  the  atmospheric  conditions.  The  wretched  odour  pervading 
the  Combs  Wood/Ford  area  of  the  Town  on  still  humid  evenings  is  associated 
with  the  conditions  leading  to  the  pollution  of  the  watercourse  there, 
and  was  referred  to  the  Authorities  dealing  with  this  problem  at  its 
source  outside  the  Council's  District.  Flock  from  the  exhausts  from  a 
laundry  and  a  laundrette  proved  troublesome  to  neighbouring  occupants, 
but  both  difficulties  were  satisfactorily  resolved  without  resort  to  the 
law.  Incineration  of  industrial  waste  giving  rise  to  volumes  of  acrid 
smoke  justifiably  raised  the  indignation  of  an  adjacent  residential 
neighbourhood  and  a  more  suitable,  though  less  economical,  means  of 
disposal  was  found. 


PEST  CONTROL. 


The  Council  joins  with  its  neighbours,  the  Gipping  Rural  District  Council, 
to  employ  a  Rodent  Operative  to  undertake  its  duties  under  the  Prevention 
of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  and  to  afford  the  local  communit3^  a  pest 
control  service.  The  Operative  is  engaged  in  the  Urban  District  on 
Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturday  mornings.  Apart  from  keeping  the  District 
under  survey  to  detect  infestations  of  rats  or  mice,  and  treating  the 
Council's  own  properties,  the  Operative  is  deployed  to  afford  a  service  to 
private  householders,  free,  and  to  business  firms,  on  payment  of  a  modest 
inclusive  charge  of  11s.  Od.  per  hour. 

A  summary  of  the  work  undertaken  during  the  year  is  as  follows 


Total  number  of  properties  inspected  as  a  result  of  complaint  156 
Number  of  these  properties  infested  with  rats  141 
Number  of  these  properties  infested  with  mice  13 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected  by  routine  survey  239 
Number  of  these  properties  infested  with  rats  102 
Number  of  these  properties  infested  with  mice  13 

Number  of  infested  properties  treated  by  Local  Authority  197 


Total  number  of  treatments  carried  out  to  effect  rodent  control  263 
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There  has  been  no  evidence  of  warfarin  resistance  in  rats  in  Stowmarket 
as  reported  to  be  found  in  some  parts  of  the  Country,  and  we  continue  to 
rely  on  warfarin  as  our  main,  weapon  in  controlling  rat  and  mice  infestation. 
Sewer  maintenance  treatments  were  undertaken  in  the  central  area  of  the 
District  and  in  the  Combs  area  during  the  year.  Sodium  fluoracetamide, 
recommended  by  the  Ministry  ,  has  yet  to  be  employed  as  I  am  not  entirely 
sure  that  all  risks  cm  be  eliminated,  and  we  continue  to  employ  an  oiled 
warfarin  bait. 

Wasps  can  prove  a  distinct  hazard  to  some  and  a  general  nuisance  to  all, 
and  the  Council  provided  a  free  service  to  destroy  158  wasps  nests  during 
the  summer  period,  a  service  which  proved  to  be  much  appreciated  by  rate¬ 
payers  . 


v/ORKPLACFS. 

Factories  in  the  Urban  District  are  powered,  and,  as  such,  most  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961  are  administered  by  H.M.  Factories 
Inspectorate.  The  Council  pays  attention  to  the  sanitary  accommodation 
and  the  water  supply  provided  for  the  use  of  factory  employees. 

A  summary  of  the  premises  and  the  work  of  inspection  undertaken  by  the 
Council  is  shown  as  follows 


Powered  factories  58 
Other  premises  12 
Number  of  inspections  34 
Sanitary  defects  found  9 
Number  remedied  6 


Two  premises  are  registered  in  accordance  with  the  Rag  Flock  and  Other 
Filling  Materials  Act,  1951:- 

(i)  Messrs.  Glas swells  Ltd.,  57  Ipswich  Street  -  upholstery  repairer. 

(ii)  Messrs.  J.  Collins  &  Sons  Ltd.,  Finborough  Road  -  upholstered 

furniture  manufacturer. 


Two  dealers  were  registered  in  accordance  with  the  Scrap  Metal  Dealers 

Act,  1964:- 

(i)  Messrs.  V.  0.  Cracknell  &  Son,  85,  Needham  Road. 

(ii)  Hr.  L.  F.  Manley,  Railway  Tavern,  Station  Road. 

A  third  applicant  proposing  to  set  up  business  at  his  dwelling  on  a 
new  private  housing  estate  was  referred  to  the  County  Planning  Authority, 
and  the  application  was  not  proceeded  with. 


-  21  - 


■ 


■ 


... 


k  "■ 

' 

' 

■  -  •  A 


•i.-'r  e*i t 

cO  .  .  it 

■ 

«  ,-.'U 


The  Council  shares  the  administration  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act,  1963,  with  H.M.  Factories  Inspectorate  and  the  Fire 
Authority.  The  following  statistics  relate  the  situation  in  1969:- 


(i) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4)  f 

Class  of  premises 

No.  of 

Total  No. 

No.  of  regis-; 

TABLE 

premises 

of  regis- 

tered  prems .  i 

A 

registered 

tered 

receiving  a  j 

during  the 

premises 

general 

i 

1 

year. 

at  end  of 

inspection 

year. 

during  the 

REGISTRA- 

rpTfWC! 

year. 

AND 

Offices 

2 

35 

8 

GENERAL 

Retail  shops 

6 

85 

40 

INSPEC- 

Wholesale  shops ,  warehouses 

— 

4 

5 

TIONS. 

Catering  establishments  open 

to  the  public,  canteens. 

~ 

9 

6 

Fuel  storage  depots 

2 

1 

; 

TOTALS: 

8 

135 

j 

60 

( 

< 

i 

TABLE  B  -  NO.  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS  TO 

1 

REGISTERED  PREMISES 

• 

• 

117. 

(l) 

(2) 

TABLE 

Clans  of  workplace 

Number  of  persons  employed 

C 

Offices 

205 

ANALYSIS 

OF 

Retail  shops 

481 

PERSONS 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

22 

EMPLOYED 

TM 

Catering  establishments  open 

to 

REGIS- 

the  public 

61 

TERED 

Canteens 

2 

PREMISES 

1  BY 

Fuel  storage  depots 

14 

WORK¬ 

PLACE 

Total: 

785 

Total  Males: 

305 

Total  Females: 

480 

! 

i 
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The  Council  decided  to  institute  proceedings  for  offences  under  the  1963 
Act  in  one  case,  but  subsequently  stayed  its  hand  on  the  employer  giving 
an  undertaking  to  comply. 

Three  non-fatal  accidents  were  notified  in  1969  in  accordance  with  the 

Act. 

One  resulted  in  a  female  assistant  pulling  a  muscle  in  her  back  whilst 
loading  cartoned  foods  onto  a  distribution  trolley.  No  negligence  was 
involved,  and  the  load  concerned  was  not  excessive. 

A  butcher  injured  his  foot  when  he  inadvertently  dropped  a  block  of  frozen 
dripping  on  it.  On  investigation  it  was  found  that  he  had  been  attempting 
to  lift  the  heavy  block  from  a  high  level  shelf.  The  shop  proprietors 
accepted  the  recommendations  for  a  lower,  more  manageable,  shelf  level 
and  for  more  suitable  block  containers  which  should  considerably  reduce 
the  risk  of  a  recurrence  of  the  incident. 

A  busy  milkman,  taking  a  short-cut,  stopped  down  from  a  loading  ramp  on 
the  sheer  side.  He  had  probably  done  this  dozens  of  times  without  mishap 
but,  on  this  occasion,  his  leg  caught  on  a  small  cable-hook  screwed  to 
the  side  of  the  ramp  and  sustained  a  nasty  gash.  Repositioning  the  hooks 
to  a  safer  place  took  minutes  and  will  avoid  a  similar  mishap  occurring. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

The  Health  Education  Council  came  into  effect  in  May,  1969,  as  successor 
to  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education,  and  is  endeavouring  to  fill 
a  role  broadly  in  accordance  with  tho  recommendations  of  the  Cohen  Report. 
Communications  with  district  local  authorities  will,  it  is  hoped,  improve 
as  the  new  Council  settles  into  gear  and  its  horizons  broaden  into  the 
field  of  environmental  health. 

Within  our  limited  resources  more  attention  was  givon  in  1969  to  health 
education  and  the  need  for  communicating  ideas  to  the  public.  A  ’Medicine 
Cabinets  Spring  Clean  Campaign'  was  held  and,  during  a  ten-day  period, 
the  public  was  encouraged  to  clear-out  unwanted  and  stale  medicines, 
depositing  them  for  disposal  with  the  three  local  chemists  who  kindly 
co-operated  in  the  exercise.  During  the  early  summer,  the  Council  gave 
publicity  to  water  safety  matters  in  the  hope  that  no  Stowmarket  resident 
should  be  included  in  the  1,000  a  year  deaths  from  drowning  which  the 
Nation's  mortality  statistics  regularly  include. 

Initiated  by  the  Health  Education  Council,  a  National  Campaign  concerning 
smoking  and  illness  was  launched  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  with  a  now- 
approach  advertising  campaign  in  the  National  daily  press.  The  Council 
lent  its  support  by  poster  displays  which  have  limited  value  and  need  to 
be  supported  by  more  positive  incursions  to  brand  the  tobacco  habit  with 
the  anti-social  stigma  that  it  should  have. 

The  general  permissiveness  of  society  is  no  doubt  reflected  in  the 
national  venereal  disease  statistics  which  thrive  on  promiscuity. 
Informative  posters  and  leaflets  especially  produced  by  the  Health 
Education  Council  for  Local  Authority  use  on  this  subject  could  not  be 
used  because  they  offended  the  Obscene  Publications  Act  ! 

Other  subjects  to  which  local  publicity  was  given  during  1969  included 
home  safety,  fireworks  hazards  and  food  hygiene. 
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Ono  pet  shop  was  licensed  in  accordance  with  the  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951, 
and  one  shop,  engaged  in  the  sale  of  loose  knacker  moat  for  pot  animal 
consumption,  revised  its  supplies  to  comply  with  the  now  Meat  (Sterilisation) 
Regulations,  1969.  These  Regulations,  among  other  things,  require  unfit 
meat  to  be  sterilised  before  sale  to  reduce  the  likelihood  of  infection 
being  transmitted  to  the  pot  owner's  household. 

The  registration  of  the  animal  boarding  establishment  lapsed  and  has  not 
been  renewed. 

A  sonne  dysentery  outbreak  occurred  among  children  attending  the  Town's 
principal  infants'  school  involving  numerous  children  aged  5-8  years 
of  age.  Exclusions  from  school  were  confined  to  sick  children  with 
symptoms  of  diarrhoea,  otherwise  the  school  functioned  normally.  Great 
praise  is  due  to  the  school  staff  who  instituted  a  rigid  regime  of  personal 
hygiene  in  the  school  cloakrooms,  and  young  impressionable  minds  have  been 
left  in  little  doubt  as  to  the  importance  of  hand-washing  after  using  the 
closet.  Similar  praise  is  due  to  the  mothers,  many  of  whom  contend  with 
obsolete  housing  conditions.  Between  then,  the  mothers,  the  teachers 
and  the  children,  achieved  the  near  impossible;  they  arrested  the  spread 
of  an  infection  which  is  one  of  the  most  infectious  non- respiratory  germs. 

In  October,  Councillor  G.  L.  Ince,  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
attended,  with  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  the  Annual  Conference  of  the 
Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  at  Eastboeirne.  An  interesting 
and  informative  conference  and  exhibition  included  papers  and  discussions 
on  the  following  matters :- 

"Future  Environmental  Health  Administration" 

"Aspects  of  Clean  Food  Administration" 

"The  Council  of  Europe" 

"Aesthetics  in  the  Environment" 

"Future  Trends  in  Refuse  Disposal" 

"Atmospheric  Pollution" 

"Housing  Legislation" 


New  legislation,  affecting  the  environmental,  health  services  of  the 
Council,  issued  in  1969,  included:  - 

Housing  Act,  1969- 

Public  Health  (Recurring  Nuisances)  Act,  1969. 

Moat  (Sterilisation)  Regulations,  1969- 

Food  (Control  of  Irradiation)  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1969* 
Slaughter  of  Poultry  Act,  1967  (Commencement)  Order,  1969- 
Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  (Amendment)  Order,  1969- 
Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  (infected  Areas  Restrictions) 
(Amendment)  Order,  1969. 

Food  and  Mouth  Disease  (Controlled  /ere as  Restrictions) 
(Amendment)  Order,  1969. 

Artifical  Sweeteners  in  Food  Regulations,  1969 • 

Soft  Drinks  (.mendment)  Regulations,  1969. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  (Exemption  No.  8) 

Order,  1969. 

Public  Health  (infectious  Diseases)  (Amendment) 

Regulations,  1969. 
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Smoke  Control  Areas  (Exempted  Fireplaces)  Order,  1969. 

Clean  Air  (Height  of  Chimneys) (Exemption)  Regulations,  1969. 
Clean  Air  (Height  of  Chimneys)  (Proscribed  Foim) 

Regulations,  1969. 

Building  (Fourth  Amendment)  Regulations.  1969. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1968  (Commencement  No.  2)  Order,  1969. 

Rent  Regulations  (Forms,  etc.)  (England  and  Wales) 

Regulations,  1969. 

Clean  Air  (Arrestment  Plant)  (Exemption)  Regulations,  1969. 

Clean  Air  (Emission  of  Dark  Smoke)  (Exemption)  Regulations,  1969. 


In  addition,  numerous  advisory  circulars  and  memoranda  and  Government 
reports  were  received  on  a  multiplicity  of  aspects  of  the  Council's  work. 


I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  to 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  continued  encouragement 
and  support  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

KATHLEEN  M.  HARDING 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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